U.S. History Final Exam Review Guide

This midterm will cover all the topics we have discussed from February through June. 

This is not the only resource you should study from—also use notes and assignments done in-class, as well as any homework and previous study guides. There may be information relevant that I did not list here.

Your midterm will consist of multiple choice and short answer/essays. Should you have any questions, please feel free to email or message me. My email is bealea@gee-edu.com. My availability for tutoring is Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 3:15-4:15, by appointment only.  Please MAKE AN APPOINTMENT to study with me; do not assume I am staying after if you have not talked to me in advance.

Chapter 15—The New Deal (skipped section 4)

· Franklin Delano Roosevelt—who was he, what was he remembered for? What was the New Deal?

· The Hundred Days—What did FDR try to do?

· Helping Americans: Programs (AAA, CCC, NIRA)

· Deficit Spending

· The 2nd Hundred Days

· Eleanor Roosevelt—what did she do? What did she work for?

· How did the government try to help farmers? 

· WPA, NYA—what were the goals of these organizations?

· Social Security Act –what were its major parts?

· New Deal effects –women, African Americans, Mexican Americans, Native Americans

· New Deal Coalition

· FDR re-elected

Chapter 16—World War II

· Nationalism

· Joseph Stalin and the Soviet Union

· Totalitarianism

· Benito Mussolini and Italy, Facism

· Adolf Hitler and Germany

· Nazism

· Francisco Franco and Spain

· U.S. and isolationism

· Steps to War in Europe (Austria and Czechoslovakia, German Offensive, nonaggression pact, blitzkrieg, France and Britain’s fight
· Munich Agreement
· Holocaust—what was it? What were Hitler’s goals? What was the world’s reaction? Why were Jews targeted? Kristallnact, Final Solution, ghettos, concentration camps

· U.S. ends neutrality: cash and carry plans, Lend Lease Act

· Atlantic Charter, Allies, Tojo, attack on Pearl Harbor and its role in the U.S. entering the war

Chapter 17—World War II

· Americans join the war effort—selective service, Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps, minorities in the army, workers at home (including women), Office of Price Administration, War Production Board, rationing

· War in Europe and Africa—U.S. and Britain team up, Submarine warfare, Battle for Stalingrad and its role in the war, Dwight Eisenhower, Fighting in Italy, Allies liberate Europe, D-Day, Battle of the Bulge, V-E Day, Harry Truman, FDR’s death

· War in the Pacific: Allies in Japan, island-hopping, Battle of Midway, kamikaze, Iwo Jima, Okinawa

· Atomic Bomb: Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Manhattan Project( Why did Truman decide to use the atomic bomb?

· Yalta Conference

· Nuremburg Trials (the effects of them)
· Homefront: economic opportunities, rationing, migration patterns, GI Bill of Rights, Internment of Japanese Americans (reasons for it)
Chapter 18: Cold War Conflicts

· Reasons for clashes and disagreements between U.S. and Soviet Union

· United Nations

· President Harry Truman’s decision to use the atomic bomb

· Iron Curtain, satellite nations, containment, East and West Germany

· Truman Doctrine—what was it, what did it lead to?

· Marshall Plan—what was it? What did it make the US do for Europe?

· Berlin Airlift
· Sputnik and the space race
· NATO—creation, implications, why it was unique

· China turns Communist, Chiang Kai-shek, Mao Zedong, Civil War in China, Which side the U.S. is on. 

· Korean War, North and South, 38th parallel

· Reasons for war, outcome of war

· U.S. and Chinese involvement 

· MacArthur vs. Truman—what was their disagreement about? What happened?

· Fear at home of Communism

· HUAC, Loyalty Review Board, Hollywood

· Alger Hiss and the Rosenburgs—spy cases

· McCarthy and McCarthyism, his hunt for communists in America

· Why were we so scared of Communists and the Soviet Union?

· Brinkmanship

· H-Bomb, Dwight Eisenhower, John Dulles

· CIA

· Actions in the Middle East and Latin America

· Warsaw Pact—what was it? What did it mean for the Soviets and for America?

· Eisenhower Doctrine

· Nikita Krushchev—who was he? Why did it seem that things might calm down under Krushchev? Why didn’t they?

· Space Race, Sputnik—what was the reason for the race? 

· U-2 flights—what were they? Why were they controversial? How did they lead to more tension with the Soviet Union?

Chapter 19—The Post War Boom (sections 2, 3, 4 only)

· The American Dream, the 1950s, conglomerates, franchise, social conformity, baby boom, women in the 1950s, Car culture, consumerism, buying on credit, highways and homes, planned obsolescence 

· Mass Media, stereotypes, radio, TV, Beats, rock n roll, Elvis, the Racial Gap

· White Flight, inner cities’ problems, urban renewal, braceros, termination policy
Chapter 20—The New Frontier and the Great Society

· 1960 election—Kennedy vs. Nixon—why did JFK come off as better? JFK and Civil Rights, popularity of JFK, Cuban Missile Crisis, Fidel Castro, Bay of Pigs, Berlin Wall, hot line to Soviet Union, Limited Test Ban Treaty

· New Frontier—what is it? 

· Peace Corps, space race

· Assassination of JFK, Warren Commission

· Lyndon Johnson and the Great Society, Johnson’s goals for the U.S., Economic Opportunity Act, 1964 election, Education, Healthcare, Housing, Immigration, Environment, Consumer Protection

· Impact of the Great Society

Chapter 21—Civil Rights

· Segregation, Plessy v. Ferguson

· Reasons for Civil Rights Movement

· Brown v. Board of Education, Thurgood Marshall ( the major effects of the Supreme Court decision

· Little Rock, Arkansas

· Other reactions to desegregation

· Montgomery Bus Boycott and Rosa Parks

· Martin Luther King Jr. 

· SCLC, SNCC, CORE

· Sit-ins

· Freedom riders, freedom summer  ( goals and reactions

· “I Have A Dream” speech

· Civil Rights Act of 1964, after JFK’s assassination

· Voting Rights Act of 1965

· De facto and de jure segregation

· Urban violence, race riots

· Malcolm X, compared to MLK

· Nation of Islam, Black Power, Black Panthers

· Reactions to deaths of MLK and Malcolm X

· Civil Rights Act of 1968

· Gains and unfinished work of Civil Rights Movement

Chapter 22—The Vietnam War Years

· Reasons we joined Vietnam

· Cold War connections

· Ho Chi Minh, Vietminh

· Domino theory

· Ngo Dinh Diem, Vietcong

· North and South Vietnam -( who was on each side?

· Tonkin Gulf Resolution

· Joining the fight

· Ways of fighting

· Tunnels

· War of Attrition

· Napalm

· Agent Orange

· Search and Destroy Missions

· Sinking morale of soldiers and Americans at home

· Living Room War, credibility gap

· The draft, unequal draft, African Americans, “Fortunate Sons”

· Opposition to the war (students especially), protests and resistance, doves and hawks

· 1968

· The Tet Offensive and its effect on public opinion

· Johnson and Vietnam—its effect on him

· Race riots and the Democratic Convention in Chicago

· Robert Kennedy’s assassination

· Kent State riots

· Election of 1968—Nixon, Humphrey, Wallace

· Vietnamization

· Trying to end the war

· My Lai Massacre

· Invasion of Cambodia—why? How did college students react?

· The effects of the Pentagon Papers

· The end of the war –Christmas bombings and their effect on the world

· What happened in Vietnam and Cambodia after U.S. left?

· Legacy of the war—War Powers Act, end of the draft, etc

Chapter 24—An Age of Limits (sections 2 only)

· President Nixon and Watergate( Major details, reasons, effects, people involved
· Nixon Resigns, what happens next?
· Effects of Watergate

Chapter 25—The Conservative Tide (Sections 2, 3, 4)
· Reaganomics, supply-side economics

· Strategic Defense Initiative, “star wars”

· Sandra Day O’Connor, conservative Supreme Court nominations

· Deregulation, EPA

· Geraldine Ferraro, 1988 Election of George Bush

· Health Issues: Abortion, AIDS, drug abuse, education, urban crisis

· Women’s equality, pay equity

· African Americans working for equality

· Gains for Latinos, Native Americans, Asian Americans, Gay Rights Movement

· Foreign policy after the Cold War

· Gorbachev, INF Treaty, Collapse of the Soviet Union (why?), fall of the Berlin Wall

· Tiananmen Square

· Central America—Sandinistas, Contras, Panama

· Middle East—Iran-Contra Scandal, Persian Gulf War, Operation Desert Storm, Kuwait and Iraq

Chapter 26—The United States in Today’s World 

· Bill Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Election of 1992, Balanced Budget, reforming welfare

· Terrorism—Columbine, Oklahoma City, 9/11

· Relationships with Russia and China

· U.S. involvement with other countries---Yugoslavia, Kosovo, Haiti

· Impeachment of Clinton, reasons for it

· George Bush v. Al Gore( what was the drama? Too Close to Call, dispute in Florida

· War against Iraq, Antiterrorism, Bush’s domestic agenda

· 2008 Election (Obama v. McCain)
Also know: Core Democratic Values

